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WE CAN’T believe we are over half
way. Looking at the house at the start
of the week and we still didn’t have a
roof it’s hard to think it will be finished
in four to five weeks. 

 But we know how quickly things
can happen. 

When renovating there’s always
going to be some hiccups along the
way at some point … you just don’t
know when.

This week it ’s finally started to
come together and we can see our
beautiful finished home is just around
the corner.

 Once the roof went on and the in-
sulation fitted you could feel just how
cool and breezy this house will be.

 The one thing with this house that
we had to change was the air flow into

the home. This was the hottest house
we have ever lived in, we used to eat
dinner outside last year in summer as
it was too hot in the house. And we had
no aircons! 

Being a red-brick home it just
keeps that heat in which isn’t the best
in North Queensland, so raising the
roof and adding 36 louvres was a must
to correct this.

As you probably know, Kingi and I
are “the best” at keeping to a tight
renovation budget. 

If you overspend little by little at
the end you’re $30,000 or more over
your budget. Just remember every sin-
gle dollar counts. 

We also wanted to share a little
secret on how to really save on all
the designer fittings for your home: by

shopping online. I did a lot of research
online and always compared prices
with everything. 

I came across this online store
which sells just about everything to do
with renovations and I (and my bud-
get) fell in love instantly.

The Renovator Store is where the
smart renovators shop and that’s us.

Onl ine store s  don’ t  have the
expensive retail cost bases of tra-
ditional stores and showrooms.

There is no showroom rent, no
showroom staff and no retail sales
commission. 

This mean you are basically just
paying for the product and getting it to
you – and not for all the fancy stuff –
and that can save you a lot. 

On our latest renovation it’s going

to save us about $15,000. I’m sure most
people who buy online always get a bit
worried and concerned about what
the products are actually like, you
want to touch and feel them.

We brought our Swedia kitchen
sink mixer from them to start off with
to just to check the quality of their
products. Not only were we unbeliev-
ably impressed with the quality but so
was our builder John Gray. 

Their warehouse is in Melbourne
so you’re buying from an Australian
company for Australian standards.

We wouldn’t recommend any com-
pany we wouldn’t use in our own
home so we 100 per cent recommend
the Renovator Store and wanted to
share this little secret with you all.

The long weekend had us both put-

ting in the time and effort to get us
back on track again – remember our
time is free. 

Since we have added an extra bed-
room now this also means adding ad-
ditional windows and making sure the
front of the house looks appealing
from the street. 

There’s windows we need to add to
the front of the house so this means
cutting a hole for them. 

Kingi got stuck into cutting them
out while I was degraded the job of
moving bricks … lots of bricks. 

There’s times when it’s hot and you
just want to stop but then we remind
ourselves how beautiful this home will
be when we are finished, also remind
ourselves we got through The Block so
this is a piece of cake!

Online’s many saving graces

Townsville’s dynamic demolition duo are at it again – but this time it’s to create a home of their own. Taking
lessons learned on The Block, Caro and Kingi Tahana have set themselves a challenge to create their dream 
family home in just 60 days. Here’s the couple’s fortnightly, week five update.

RENOVATING

OFFERING a delightfully 
warm and inviting ambience, this 
renovated home truly is 
something very special indeed.

The renovation has given the

home a lovely feel with the use 
of timber polished floors, high 
ceilings and a fresh neutral toned 
colour palette, which will allow 
you to move in and personalise 
at your leisure. 

More than first meets the eye,
this property deserves to be put 
on your inspection list. 

A formal entry, a new kitchen,
renovated bathroom and huge 
laundry with space for storage 
are a few of the features this 
property offers. 

Set on a low-maintenance 
fully fenced 500sq m block, all 
that is left to do is recline on the 
front veranda and simply relax.

Main features of the home 
include three bedrooms with 
high ceilings, generous living 
and dining rooms, solid brick 

render construction and a large 
renovated kitchen with room 
for dining table.

There’s also a modern 
renovated bathroom and a light 
and airy interior which gives the 
home welcoming feel.

“This home offers something
for everyone,” said Ferry 
Property agent Sibby Di Bartolo. 

“The kind of people I had 
through are first home buyers 
and, being so closer to the 
Mather Hospital, elderly people 
looking to downsize.

“Located in Pimlico catchment
area for schools, I’ve also had 
people with one or two young 
children come look at the house.

“The home is just perfectly 
positioned with Castle Town also 
just down the road.”

Agent/ Sibby Di Bartolo, Ferry 
Property - Townsville, 0417 606 
157
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Charmer renovated to perfection
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